Were back in business again, O.k. now we left you started tell me about your 

grandparents house in Bear Springs you got there would you mind going over 

that again. 

SF: Well it was one room built on top of the ground the rest was a dug out 

in the bank kind of you know like they use to have. 

Was it heated back in there do you know? 

SF: They had a stove a heated stove in there. 

Was it piped out through the ground. 

SF: Up through the top. 

I’ll be darn I bet it was some thing to see. 

SF: Well that is how a lot of people lived in those days you. 

I’m sure 

SF: And then I said that was on the 4th of July and they were gone and we 

knew there place so we stayed and what else can I tell you. 

And then you said you built across.... 

SF: Oh yes my father cut logs and built us a two room house across the 

sand across my grandmothers but we had to carry water from 

the spring by her house and then in later year after the next year when 
my father dug a well by our house so we could draw water out of it and 
then he worked in the summer time at the Huff ranch down on where is it 
horse shoe. 

On Horse Shoe Creek. 

SF: Is it Horse Shoe or Croftmore? 

By Glendo. 

SF: Horse shoe isn’t it. 

Horse shoe I think. 

SF: Yea, He worked down there in the summer months and then in the winter time 
he didn’t have that much work to he would be at home most of the time 



Stella Frederick 
Page 2 

So you didn't farm or anything near then. 

SF: No, no he just worked out by the month. 

When did you move up here in Platte County over to Guernsey? 

SF: In 1901. 

And when you started school, where did you go to school? 

SF: Well from this Huff ranch I went to my first term three months of summer 

school there at the ranch and then that fall we moved to Guernsey and then 
I always went to school at Guernsey and we didn't have a school house we 
had church or school in the little methodist church and it stood over 
there were Johnson house is now and I went to school there my sister and 
I and then I don't know one or two years and then we went to school in the 
old printing office it torn down now we went in there a year or two. 

See that was down there by ah where by that street where that new post office 
wasn't it? 

SF: Oh no Do you know where Alby's live? 

It was clear down there. 

SF: It was just up that street a ways. 

Is Guernsey pretty much like today as far as the map out of it or 
SF: Well yes but there were many buildings I'm sure. 

Do you have any ideas about how many people were living in Guernsey at that 
time? Was the railroad the railroad wasn't here at that time wasn't it. 

SF: It was here in 1900 and we didn't come until 1901 you see. 

It was probably quite a bomb town then ah. 

SF: Yes it was growing you see. I guess when it was first starting it was 

just tents like that people lived in until they got. 

But the mines was already started wasn't it? 

SF: I don't know. We had that in our history tubs so many times that I have 

my mind open. I'm sure it must have bacuse we use to have those 
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Your father owned part of the mine at one time. 

SF: And then he sold it. 

This is before you and your husband were married... 

SF: Oh yes I was just a little girl. I didn't even know Frederick then. 

But they were here at that time 

SF: Well they came in ah what did I tell you.... 

1888 

SF: 82 or 83 

83 said in this book when he mustard out of the army and then he went back to 
Minnesota and got married and then he came out so it must have been 84 or 85. 
SF: No, Cause Henry was born in 84 and he was born up here in the canyon 
and granny was here a year before he was born so it was in 83. That 
must of been when he was discharged in 80. 

I'm sure it said in this book. 

SF: I think you got your dates wrong. 

I might have. I'm good in getting my dates wrong. Lets see are these in 
alphabetical order. 

SF: In the back I think is the intakes. 

I was going to look and see. Well then your folks had a farm then you said 
out. 

SF: Yes but that was long year later. 

Oh it was. So what did you first do when do you remember when you came to 
town. 

SF: Well we just lived there. 

O.k. Guernsey and then you went to school here until. 

SF: I went to school in Guernsey in 1904 we lived on a ranch down by Lingle 

across from river from Lingle it was instead of Lingle 

and then we moved back to Guernsey and then we always lived in Guernsey 



Stella Frederick 
Page 4 

after that. 

Ah, So after you finished school you taught for two years in two country 
schools right. 

SF: Yes 

And then you got married in January 2, 1912 to Henry and you had three 
children we’ve discussed all that could you tell me anything about the 
early days when you were married. Is there anything that comes to mind. 

Any of the heart ships or good times or... 

SF: Yea we lived out on Henry's dry farm out past root three miles you know 

through the hills. 

That would be north from Guernsey. 

SF: Yea and we lived there until Chester was a year old and then we bought 

that ranch down below Waylon Dam and then we moved down there the 

old Waylon Dam across the river from 
Well I didn't know about that that is all new to me. 

SF: Well we lived down there from 1913 to 26, in 26 we moved down were 

Chester is. 

Well Henry father was pretty well established out here by the time you got 
married. 

SF: Oh yes. 

And was probably doing quite well at that time. 

SF: See Henry was born off here in the 84 well we were married until 1912 he 

was a grown man. 

Yea he was a grown man. 

SF: He was 26 or 27 and then we lived on the dry farm 1912. Chester was 

born 1913. 1914 we moved down to the river and we lived there and in 26 
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we moved up were Chester is and then we lived there until moved out here 
in 48. 

And you both moved out here together. 

SF: Yes build this out here there wasn’t anything out here but prairie when 

we started building. 

Oh was this the house you lived in this one here. 

SF: Oh no this was over here except that was Basol homestead and we moved it 
over here. Henry bought the Basol place and it had this house on it we 
changed it built on to it and tore up partishens and changed it. For 
good times we use to dances was all there was you know there wasn't any 
picture shows or anything and we use to ride horseback I could remember 
many times I rode from our dry farm out there to Guernsey and Henry and 
I would dance until two three o'clock in the morning and then ride home. 

About how many miles was that do you remember. 


SF: About 13, 14. 

And you came horseback rather than buckboarder. 

SF: Yea we went on horse back. I remember one night my horse was kind of 
frisky and it was a real cold night and you would tie him out side you 
know in front of the bars there places where they always kept these 
hitching racks they called them I don't know where they could tie 
anyway when I got on to go home he was so frisky he tried to run away 
from me all the time Henry had to hold on to him by the bridal until 
we got half way home before he got settled down I could manage him. 

He was probably cold and wanted to get warm. 


SF: He wanted to get warm he sure was traveling. 

I wanted to ask you now. I don't know if this would be during your what 
years you want to take it from. I’ll ask the question and you could. 
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When you first came to Guernsey you said there was a lot of Italines here for 
the mine when you were young woman you remember this and ah there was very 
few mexicans know do you remember if there were any problems with the Italines 
or the minors and the racher and this type of thing. 

SF: No I don’t think so. 

You don’t remember it being to much trouble. The reason I ask this because I 
think in other places there were problems because they lived different type 
of lives between the rancher and the miner but probably there were so few people. 
That they had to get along with each other in order to have anybody to talk to. 
SF: Ah Wednesday is our history club at Guernsey and Donny Chestlin is going 
to have the program and he is going to tell and he first came from Itally 
over here and they homesteaded over here right beyond Park 
and he is going to, I haven’t heard his story yet but tell us why they 
came and how they came and how they lived. All kinds of. 

Maybe you can.... 

SF: Might get something out of that I can tell you about it. 

Tell me something about it it would be interesting to know if he’s got it 
written down maybe we can. 

SF: I don’t know if he’ll have it written or 

Or get a copy of it 

SF: Oh I think they are going to tape it. Mildred Green has the program 

really and she got the time to give the program and tell the history 
of his life so they are going to tape it and then they are going to have 
a copy made off of it and then when they get all through they are going 
to put it in a library. 

You never felt like a foreigner in Wyoming yourself. 

SF: Oh no. 

You felt like an American from day one. 
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SF: I just belonged here. 

It was your country. 

SF: That’s right 

What, I don’t know how to ask 

SF: It was a country and that is where he attended to go. 

Your father when he first started from Nebraska here 

SF: And even many years when we were here he still keep talking about go on 

to Idaho. But it seemed like we got settled here and we never had money 
enough to pull out... 

It took alot of money I suppose to go .. 

SF: And then there was always babies coming along you know and we never got 

any farther. 

During, we’re kind of skipping along here a little bit but 
SF: If you are going to rewrite it you could.... 

Yea it doesn’t make any difference I wanted to put down here that you felt 
like any specific contributions of your group and I’m talking about your 
family of coming to Wyoming was primarily they helped settled this area. 

SF: Well they were looking for better time you see it was hard times in 
Nebraska and they just started out there you know as a 
Was it a drought tip of thing. 

SF: It was a drought and depression and everything so labor coming off to 

a better country where they would have a better chance to make a living 
Where they disappointed it. 

SF: Well I couldn’t say about that. 

The reason I ask is the Oregon Trail itself the grass around the area was 
pretty beaten on down and killed wasn’t it. 

SF: Yea but they didn’t have a lot of stock you know. 
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Your family didn’t have a lot of stock. 

SF: No they never were ranchers like Frederick. They never went into that 

Really they were poor people to me they weren’t good managers here and 
in that early age that they couldn’t accumlate anything like you know. 
Everytime your father did find part time or job for a certain length of time 
that it took everything he made to make it through the rest of the time 
SF: They weren’t like the rest we were a big family and mama was sick alot 

and took her to the doctor and then the bills. 

Were there any doctors in the area 
SF: In Sunrise 

In Sunrise the mine had the doctor. /SI . Kathline and Hartville and then in 
Sunrise they had a doctor. 

Now they had a doctor when I was a kid still. Remember Dr. Sticklin was out 
there and we never went to anybody but him until he left and then there was 
never anybody to replace him. 

SF: Was he the last one. 

I think so. Anyway after that it seemed like we went to Wheatland or... 

SF: I think they had one or two after him but they weren’t good doctors 

like he was he was a good doctor. 

He seemed to be a pretty good doctor to. I asked you how the groups got along 
together. I was talking about I meant your cause that is what you 

primarily said you were and your customs and your habits where pretty much of 
the German would you say? 

SF: Well see my grandmother was born in the United 

States And my grandfather was born in Canada which was pretty much like 
the United States they never went to Germany and I don't think my great 
grandmother I think she was born in the United States I wouldn't know 
for sure though. My great grandfather.... 
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That is quite a long line from people from the United States for not longer 
than it has been settled thats it would be interesting if you could trace 
it back to your great grandmother cause that would put it back in the 1700 
almost won’t it? 

SF: Let me think. I suppose but I just don’t know where my I don’t know 

if I would have it.... 

But it would be very interesting if you could. There might be some original 
settlers there you know from the first few colonies that were started. 

SF: But as far as I could remember my grandmother would talk about her 
mother being in Pennsylvania out where she was born. 

Your grandmother. 

SF: My great grandmother. 

Was talking about her mother. 

SF: My mother my grandmother was talking about... 

And your grandmother was born in Pennsylvania and so she was a Dutchman or 
a Dutchwoman. So part of yours then was mixed with Dutch and German. 

SF: Yea, cause grandma she was so she 

would have been the Dutch. But my fathers people thought his father 
was from Germany cause he talked real German but the others I don’t 
know my grandmother I really didn’t know that much about her. Well 
I think he was born in the States... 

There is part of my family my dads side that I don’t know about. What ah 
do you remember your react to the first train you saw. Or was it the first 
train you saw when you moved to Guernsey. 

SF: Well I suppose I saw a train when we were in Kansas. 

You don’t remember being ah.... 

SF: The only thing I could remember down there is walking down a bridge across 


some water. .. . 



